Cat Idioms

In this episode, The Teacher introduces you to three idiomatic phrases connected with cats.

1. There isn't enough room to swing a cat

2. Who let the cat out of the bag?

3. To put the cat among the pigeons

Hello, I’m a very interesting and intelligent man.

And this is Tinkles, who, like me, is an excellent teacher of English.

Well, she is my cat…I bet you’ve never been taught by a cat before.

We live together in this house. Small, isn’t it?

Not much room for Tinkles and me.

In fact there isn’t enough room to swing a cat.

In English, if a room or a space is very small, we can say there isn’t enough room to swing a cat.

There isn’t enough room to swing a cat.

Unlike here, where there’s plenty of room, isn’t that right Tinkles?

I’ve got something to tell you… It’s a bit of a secret.

Tinkles? Tinkles?

Oh, so you know my little secret already… Who let the cat out of the bag?

In English, if someone lets a secret be known, especially by mistake, we can say they let the cat out of the bag.
 To let the cat out of the bag.

Anyway, you are all invited… to Tinkles’s wedding.

Cats… Little cuties, aren’t they?

But never forget that underneath all that fluff they are vicious hunters.

So, it’s not a good idea to put Tinkles with this lot.
In English, if there's something which causes trouble or makes people very angry we say it put a cat among the pigeons.

To put a cat among the pigeons.

Like when I told my students I’d spent the whole year preparing them for the wrong exam.

That put the cat among the pigeons. Ah, they hated me so much, ha, ha, silly me.
Some activities.
1. Give the Russian equivalents of the following idioms:

 - There isn't enough room to swing a cat (Яблоку негде упасть. Как селедка в банке.)

 -  To let the cat out of the bag ( По секрету всему свету. Не уметь держать язык за зубами. Проболтаться.)

 - To put the cat among the pigeons. (Вывести из себя. Разбудить в ком-то зверя. Метать гром и молнии.)

      2. 
Match the beginning of the idioms with their endings:
There isn't enough room  


out of the bag

To let the cat  




among the pigeons



To put the cat 




to swing a cat

     3. Match the following idioms to their definitions:

1.  We can say “There isn't enough room to swing a cat” 
A) If someone lets a secret be known, especially by mistake

2. We can say “To let the cat out of the bag”

B) If a room or a space is very small
3. We can say “To put the cat among the pigeons”
C) If there's something which causes trouble or makes people very angry
4. Unscramble the words below to make the sentences containing idioms:
Never/believe/let/me/the cat/I’ll/out/of the bag

(Believe me, I’ll never let the cat out of the bag.)

Missed/a cat/we/because/the bus/there wasn’t/to swing/room/enough
(We missed the bus because there wasn’t enough room to swing a cat.)

I/learnt/the exam/had failed/when/my/mother/that/put/among/the pigeons

(When my mother learnt I had failed the exam, that put the cat among the pigeons.)

· Translate into English using the idioms:

· Мне не нравится этот пляж, здесь яблоку негде упасть.

· Я доверяю своему другу, он никогда не выдает чужие секреты.

· Давай подождем следующий автобус, а то в этом мы будем, как селедка в банке.

· Ты постоянно врешь родителям, это выводит их из себя.

· Не буди во мне зверя!

· Кто проболтался?

5. Paraphrase using the idioms:

· During the rush hours the buses are overcrowded.

· I’ve lost my mobile phone. My mother is very angry.

· I am sure you’ll never let my secret be known.

6. Have you ever let the cat out of the bag? Or perhaps you've put a cat among the pigeons. Use one or more of these expressions in a paragraph and create your own stories.
(-Yeah, yeah, I remember when one of my pals let the cat out of the bag and told me that my boyfriend was dating with my best friend while I was ill in bed - that really put the cat among the pigeons.

-You are not a teacher!!! You are a devil!!! How could you treat the sweet cat like that ??? I beg you, no, I order you - never swing a cat again. Thanks god you've got a small house and there isn't enough room to swing a cat! I'm indignant over your attitude towards the poor animal! That really put the cat among the pigeons.
- Well, my best friend lives in a flat where there isn't enough room to swing a cat! So, his girlfriend decided to throw away his favourite sofa in order to make the flat bigger. It was a surprise for him. But I made a mistake, a very silly one-I let the cat out of the bag and put the cat among the pigeons... I felt like a cat on hot bricks! But fortunately I could make them peace.) 
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